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LGBT activist Oscar Cazorla was killed in his

home on February 9. (Tradiciones Istmeñas,

Minatitlan, Ver./Facebook)
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Pioneering LGBT activist Oscar
Cazorla was killed in his home
in Juchitan, in Oaxaca, Mexico, on Saturday (February
9).

According to the Oaxaca police, who have opened a
murder investigation, the 68-year-old died from a
blow to the heart in�icted by a sharp object.
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LGBT activist Oscar Cazorla founded a festival

celebrating the muxe community in 1976. (Miho

Hagino/Facebook)

Cazorla was well known in Mexico’s southern state of
Oaxaca for advocating for the rights of those
identifying as muxes, a third, non-binary gender that
has been celebrated in the culture indigenous to the
Istmo de Tehuantepec since pre-Hispanic times.

In 1976, the slain LGBT+ activist was one of the
founders of the Vela de las Autenticas Intrepidas
Buscadores del Peligro—which roughly translates as
the Vigil of the Authentic, Fearless, Danger Seekers—
an annual celebration that promotes the respect of
muxes in Juchitan—a town of 75,000 that is home to
an estimated 5,000 muxes, as AFP reported in 2017.

Cazorla’s killing shocked the
local community, who are
mourning the activist. “The
Authentic, Fearless, Danger
Seekers are in mourning. You
left us with the broken heart.
Rest in peace. My brother
Oscar Cazorla Lopez,” wrote
the group’s president Felina
Santiago Valdivieso, on
Facebook.

Speaking to CNN Espanol,
Santiago Valdivieso called for a thorough
investigation into Cazorla’s murder, as no one has
been arrested in connection with the death.
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“He was a very happy person who welcomed anyone
in his home with a smile. We cannot imagine who
may have killed him,” they told the broadcaster.

Santiago Valdivieso also denounced an increase in
homophobic and transphobic violence in the past
four years against their community. “We are involved
in a wave of violence a�ecting large parts of Mexico,”
they said.
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International institutions also condemned Cazorla’s
murder. Jan Jarab, the UN Human Rights O�ce’s
representative in Mexico, said in a statement: “We
condemn this terrible crime that a�ects the entire
Muxe community and all human rights defenders in
Oaxaca.”

Jarab continued: “In recent years, hate crimes and
killings of LGBT+ rights defenders have occurred in
di�erent parts of the country without being
adequately investigated. This pattern of impunity
must be overcome and, for that, Oscar’s murder
must be clari�ed, through a diligent investigation
that considers all possible hypotheses, including the
possibility of a hate crime or retaliation for his
human rights defence activities.”
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A statement from the European Union, Norway and
Switzerland condemned both Cazorla’s death and
that of journalist Jesús Eugenio Ramos Rodríguez,
who was shot dead in the state of Tabasco on the
same day as the LGBT+ activist’s murder.

The statement, issued on Tuesday (February 12),
read: “We express our condolences and our deep
solidarity with the family and friends of the
victims. The deaths of Ramos and Cazorla
demonstrate once again the worrisome degree of
violence and intimidation faced by many journalists
and defenders in Mexico.”
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